
DS Story Starters 

GAME STORIES 

The goal of a game story is to not just report the final score, but to also tell the ready what the turning 
points were in getting to that end result. 

TASK: 

1. Attend an upcoming game at your school. What play or player had fans still talking when the 
game was over? Describe either the game’s most spectacular play or its most spectacular 
individual performance and how it affected the game’s final outcome. 
 
TO GET STARTED, CONSIDER THIS: 

 What was the pivotal moment when the game changed and you, as a spectator, knew which 
team was going to win? Did it happen early in the game? Was there a noticeable momentum 
shift after half time or at some point in the middle of the contest? Or did it come down to the 
last play? Start by describing what was happening – the play, the atmosphere, the crowd, the 
reaction of the players, coaches and fans – that you think ultimately led to the final outcome. Be 
as specific as possible. Was it one big play that you can describe in detail? Maybe it was a time 
out called at just the right time by a coach that re-energized his/her team. Start by describing 
the moment that captured your attention so much so that you could not stop thinking about 
when the game was over.  
 

 Was there a dominant player who controlled the game? What stood out to you about that 
player? Was there a moment they said or did something during the game that caught your 
attention? Maybe it was a specific play they made. Or maybe it had nothing to do with a play at 
all, but instead was a moment where their personality shined. Start by describing in as much 
detail as possible what happened to catch your attention. Tell the reader why that player stood 
out as the defining “story” of the game.  
 

 NOTES : 
 Game stories do not have to be written in chronological order. Instead, think big 

picture and start with a defining moment. Sometimes what happens early in a 
game does not affect the final result and does not even need to be included in 
the story. Sometimes you can tell an entire story without having any play-by-
play in it.  

 Get the game result – the final score – in your story before any other score is 
mentioned. And give readers the final score within the first 2-3 paragraphs.  

 Try to weave the traditional “who” “what” “when” and “where” into the first 
few paragraphs as well.  
 

EXAMPLES : 
 Http://78073.digitalsports.com/2008/03/15/titans-complete-the-dynasty-

and-fulfill-the-dream/  
 http://75688.digitalsports.com/2009/06/08/boys-playoff-lacrosse-langley-4-

chantilly-3-ot/  
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 http://67794.digitalsports.com/2009/05/30/playoff-softball-south-county-3-
centreville-1/  

 

FEATURE STORIES 

The goal of a feature story is to give the reader a glimpse into someone’s life. You’re telling their 
personal story.  
 
TASK: 

1. Attend an upcoming game at your school and take a picture of the fans. Use that picture to help 
you describe the fans’ traditions at that school. What are the chants they use every year? What 
new twist has this year’s group added? 

 TO GET STARTED, CONSIDER THIS: 
 

 When you sit and talk to an athlete or a coach – or even a fan -- you want to find out what 
makes them unique. What story do only they have to tell? It could be funny, sad or inspirational 
and evoke a variety of emotions. But everyone has something that makes them special. Ask 
questions about their life: Who inspires them? How did they get their start in a particular sport? 
What did it take – how many years and what kind of training – to reach their level of success? 
What other things are they passionate about? Your job is to figure out what makes them 
different. What they have endured, achieved or experienced that no one else has? Once you 
know, then you can tell their story. Ask them to be as specific as possible about what they 
remember about certain important moments and how they felt at the time. To tell their story 
effectively, you have to picture yourself in the moment they are describing.  
 

 NOTES:  
 Use quotes from the individual to help tell their story in their own words, but 

make sure you don’t rely too heavily on them. Paint a picture with your words 
so that the reader can see and feel what you are describing.  

 You should also interview and quote other people in the person’s life – family, 
friends, teammates and coaches – to help complete the picture.  
 

EXAMPLE: 
 http://66690.digitalsports.com/2008/12/30/digitalsports-feature-wearing-his-

heart-on-his-sleeve/  

SEASON/GAME PREVIEWS 

Preview stories rely heavily on facts and statistics. You use the past performance of teams – coupled 
with information about their current players and performance trends – to predict how a game will go or 
how a team will perform over the course of a season.  
 
TASK: 

1. Make an appointment to interview one of the spring sport coaches at your school. Ask how they 
expect this year’s team will compare to last year. In what areas, as a team, have they improved 
the most? What are the areas they are still focusing on to improve before the season starts? 
What are their goals and expectations for the year?  
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 TO GET STARTED, CONSIDER THIS: 
 

 This is the perfect kind of story to pull out certain statistics and facts to highlight by listing them 
in a bulleted fashion either at the top or the bottom of the story. It is also the kind of story that 
will give you an opportunity to talk about many different players on a team, including those 
lesser-known athletes who don’t often garner as much attention as the stars.  
 

 NOTES:  
 While preview stories require speculation, they should be derived from facts 

and statistics.  
 Sprinkling quotes from players and coaches throughout the story will both add 

depth to the piece and support your predictions.  
 

EXAMPLES : 
 http://56254.digitalsports.com/2008/08/08/2008-annandale-atoms-football-

preview/  
 http://60356.digitalsports.com/2009/08/28/volleyball-concorde-district-

preview/  
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