
RE:  The SSOA John Cobb (Monmouth Co.) & Rusty Rizzitello (Ocean Co.) Senior Excellence Awards  

  

The Shore Soccer Officials Association (SSOA) is pleased to request your school's male and 

female candidate nominees for this YEAR SSOA John Cobb (Monmouth County) and Rusty 

Rizzitello (Ocean County) Senior Excellence Award. Each year the SSOA Senior Excellence 

Committee attempts to select a male and female high school senior varsity soccer player nominee 

from each county, Monmouth and Ocean, whom they believe to represent the best qualifications 

of a student scholar-athlete. The SSOA Senior Excellence Committee is represented by John 

Mahoney, Pat Windle, Dick Wright, Emilio Portelli, John Spangler and Chuck Hunnewell. 

In order to select the best four finalists from a pool of nominees, the SSOA Senior Excellence 

Committee must rely solely upon the Athletic Directors and their varsity soccer coaches to 

provide the names of the prospective candidates along with a nomination letter that summarizes 

the candidate's personal qualifications and achievements. Please share this announcement with 

your soccer coaches and work closely with them to select your schools best candidate(s) in order 

to see that the candidate's name and resume are submitted to the Committee before the Friday, 

October 28th, 2016  submission deadline. 

The selected four finalists for the 2016 SSOA John Cobb (Monmouth Co.) & Rusty Rizzitello 

(Ocean Co.) Senior Excellence Awards are invited to be the paid guests, along with two family 

members, and their coach, who will attend the Annual SSOA Dinner Banquet where they will 

presented with an award in recognition of their academic and athletic accomplishments. 

 The 2017 SSOA Dinner banquet will be held at the Spring Lake Manor, 415 Highway 71 

in Spring Lake, NJ.  The date of the banquet is November16, 2017 starting at 6 PM. 

Presented below are the categories that are considered when the Senior Excellence Committee 

evaluates the nominees for the John Cobb/Rusty Rizzitello Senior Excellence Award. Without 

any order of preference in regard to rank or weight, the categories are: 

1.    Academics: Class rank, SAT (The SAT scores between 200 and 800 per 
subject) and ACT (The ACT scores between 1 and 36 per subject) scores); other 
SAT subject scores, AP (Advanced Placement) subject scores (The AP scores 
range between 1 and 5 with 5 being the highest score); only scores of 4 or 5 
allow the candidate to receive college credit for that subject.); National Merit 
Scholar recognition; Honor Society and number of years in the society; academic 
awards & recognition; etc. Colleges that have selected the nominee’s early 
acceptance application. 
  
2.    Athletics: Number of years as a varsity player; selection to All Division 
teams, All Shore and All State teams and at which levels (1st team, 2nd team or 
3rd team); other athletic recognition in soccer such as regional or national team 
selections; other varsity sports participation and recognition for those sports 
played. 

  



3.    Leadership: Team captain and number of years in that position; team 
captain in other varsity sports and number of years in that position; how the 
candidate has inspired the other members of their team by their example; 
recognition or awards for leadership; student council involvement and election to 
student government positions; involvement and participation in State student 
government representative/ selected positions; leadership in community service 
activities. 

  
4.    Community Service: What types of activities and service has the candidate 
given back to his/her community. How many hours has the candidate contributed 
annually to his/her community for each area of service and for how many years 
have they done this. Any recognition for his/her community service. 

  
5.    Special recognition: Provide any examples of other types of recognition the 
candidate has been cited for or has received. They may include handicaps or 
hardship events which the candidate has overcome to achieve success in their 
life. 
 

            6.  Additional Consideration:  Please provide any other important information about the            

candidate which might not be covered by the topics above such as: recognition and awards for 

sport achievements such as nomination to all-division, all-county, or all-state soccer teams; 

nomination for sports awards at school, ODP selection, etc; other varsity sports played and years 

on team; other awards or recognition that a candidate might have received for his/her 

achievements in academics, community service, leadership, and sports; personal handicaps & 

obstacles, and/or adversities that have been overcome by the candidate which may demonstrate 

his/hers integrity, perseverance, and concern for others over themselves. 

 

The committee expect the coaches to provide the examples of the five categories in 
their scholar athlete’s nomination cover letter/email. Or in the background information 
that they may choose to attach to the candidate’s nomination. The committee tend to 
weigh the academic credentials slightly greater than the athletic credentials since 
academic scholar athletes are not that common in the athletic community. Those 
coaches who take the time and make a strong effort to identify and describe those 
qualities in their candidate’s nomination usually have the best success in having their 
candidate selected by the SSOA Senior Excellence Committee. Some of the information 

may come from the school's Guidance Department, the candidate himself/herself and/or the 

candidate's parents. 

 The nominations should be submitted to the SSOA Senior Excellence Committee Chairman as 

soon as possible, but no later than Friday, October 28th of this year. However it is understood that 

some new additional information may be received about a candidate after the nominations have 

been submitted. Such information may be forwarded to the Senior Excellence Committee 

Chairman as soon as possible since there still may be time left for further consideration. 



Your nominee submissions may be mailed to the attention of : 

Chuck Hunnewell – SSOA Senior Excellence Committee Chairman 

54 Chestnut Street 

Red Bank, New Jersey 07701 

e-mail: chuck_hunnewell@verizon.net 

 


